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Abstract  

      The endowment began to appear in the early period of Islam, and 
with the establishment of Islamic sects in the Islamic world in the second 
century AH, the organizational structures of the endowment were formed. 
Endowments throughout Islamic history have been responsible for meeting 
the needs of society in various aspects of life. The increase in the area of the 
Islamic state as a result of the conquests helped the endowments develop and 
undertake the tasks that were entrusted to the state  

Throughout Islamic history, endowments have played a very important 
role in cultural, scientific and educational life, and the efforts made by 
women in the field of endowments and special support for schools had a 
share in advancing the educational movement in Islamic countries, thanks to 
the material support provided by their endowments in establishing schools, 
and providing means of living and study from salaries, housing and libraries. 
Thus, women's endowments contributed to the sustainability of education  

During the Ottoman Empire, the Ottomans expanded their applications 
of the idea of endowment until the endowment institution and its financial 
returns became the third element of the financial system of the Ottoman 
Empire after the financial formations of the center and the formations of the 
Timar. In this regard, this charitable work was not limited to men alone, but 
Muslim women participated in this voluntary community effort, and this was 
due to the independence they enjoyed from a financial standpoint. Ottoman 
women were able to exploit this voluntary effort represented by endowments 
as a tool through which they could highlight and preserve the Islamic 
identity through the educational institutions they established. It can be said 
that the charitable endowment work carried out by Ottoman women in the 
field of educational efforts did not stop during any period of the state. Their 
efforts to highlight and preserve the Islamic identity by providing 
educational places in order to build Islamic knowledge were not limited to 
the center of the state only; rather, they also extended to include the states 
affiliated with the state  

This research that we present seeks to shed light on this voluntary civil 
effort in the Ottoman state represented by the endowments of Ottoman 
women by identifying a number of these endowments in the cities of 
Istanbul and Cairo, and other Ottoman cities, and showing the extent of their 
success in achieving what women as an active and effective element in 
Ottoman society aimed for, which is to preserve the identity of that society 
and fortify it by building Islamic knowledge in it, and the success of these 
endowments in achieving these efforts, the impact of which extended for 
many years  
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