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Abstract;

A few weeks after the Egyptian army’s victories over Israel in the
October War of 1973, a presidential decree was issued on December 12,
1973, appointing General Al-Shazly to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Al-
Shazly was at that time Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces. Then on January
6, 1974, the Egyptian press announced his appointment as ambassador
before the Egyptian government received approval from its British
counterpart, which was considered a violation of international diplomatic
norms. While this announcement was not comfortable for Zionist circles in
Britain, there was public criticism in the British press and the British
Parliament against the choice of Chadli, due to their claim of his connections
to the extreme right-wing party in Britain when he was a war attaché to
Egypt in London in 1964, and their claim that he committed war crimes by
Killing Israeli prisoners when he was Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces
during the October War 1973. This hasty announcement and the Zionist
critical campaign caused great embarrassment to the British government, and
the appointment issue remained a debate between the British and Egyptian
parties for nearly four months until the British government announced its
approval in April 1974.

On the other hand, Al-Shazly did not consider himself a traditional
ambassador, and during his stay in London, he was able to engage in several
diverse activities, even violate diplomatic traditions at times, and express his
opinion openly on British television, radio, and the British press, without
referring to the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Throughout that
period, he was a clear example of representing “Egypt” - according to his
conviction and vision, not according to the “political system” in Egypt and
criticizing Sadat in his policy. This is a situation that the Egyptian political
system could not bear. Under these political circumstances, the solution was
to remove him further; He was transferred again as ambassador to Portugal
in 1975.

Keywords: Al-Shazly - Sadat - lobby - British - Government - Zionism.
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FCO 93/639, Political Relations Between Egypt and UK, 1975,
EGYPT, James Craig Near East and North Africa Department,
31 January 1975.
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To Alec Douglas Home, MPs, January 22, 1974.
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Women, To Alec Douglas Home, 08 January, 1974.
%» FCO 93/412, From The Board Of Deputies Of British Jews, To

Alec Douglas Home, 08 January, 1974.
%> Marsden, Eric. "Move to Stop Accreditation of Ambassador In
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"Envoy’s post is exile from Cairo. Sunday Telegraph, 13 Jan.
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% FCO 93/412, from Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation, to Alec

Douglas Home, 28 January 1974.
“YFCO 93/411, From Reg Frieson MP, To Alec Douglas Home, 17

January, 1974.

“b Ibid, From Josephina Shoard to Mr. Michael Fiedler, MP,
January 14, 1974.

“» FCO 93/411, From Dr. Benjamin Portnoy to Sir Alec Douglas-

Home, 17 January 1974.
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House, to James Callahan March 27, 1974. The Bristol
Campaign for Soviet Jewry, to David Ennals, March 28, 1974.
Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women, to James
Callahan April 03, 1974. Middleton Prestwich and Whitefield
Constituency Labor Party, to James Callahan April 05, 1974.
From The Board of Deputies of British Jews to James Callahan
April 10, 1974. Michael Fidler, The Zionist Federation, to
James Callahan, 25 April 1974.

“> FCO 93/414, Appointment of General Shazly as new Egyptian

Ambassador to UK (folder 4) 1974. Parliamentary Question,
from Dr Rhodes Poison to the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Office, 2 May 1974.
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General Shazly as Ambassador to Egypt, 21 January, 1974.

% 1bid.

¢b FCO 93/414, From Jemes Craig to the Private Secretary, The
Problem of the New Egyptian Ambassador, 12 March 1974.
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January 1974. From The Minister of State to Dr Maurice Miller,
MP. 25 January 1974. FCO 93/412, from J.D.F. Holt, Private
Secretary to The Board of Deputies of British Jews, 30
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Y FCO 93/414, Record of a conversation on 1 May 1974 between

the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and Michael
Fiedler, MP.
®»FCO 93/411, From Michael Fiedler MP to Sir Alec Douglas-Home

on 10 January 1974. From Dr. Benjamin Portnoy to Sir Alec
Douglas-Home, 17 January 1974.
¢ FCO 93/414, from Mr. Williams, to To Mr. Coles, General shazly,

21 May 1974.
¢» FCO 93/413, From: Marcus Shliomovitz to Her Majesty's Private

Secretary. 01 April 1974.
Y FCO 93/414, Record of a conversation on 01 May 1974 between

the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and Michael
Fiedler, MP.
*» Ibid, From Lynne Reid Banks, to Mr. Ennals 08 May 1974.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and Michael Fiedler,
MP.
“b FCO 93/414, from Mr. Williams, to Mr. Coles, General Shazly,

21 May 1974.
“» FCO 93/411, from Jemes Craig- Near East and North Africa
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“> Ibid.

“©FCO 93/411, from Alec Douglas Home, to the British Embassy in

Cairo, 24 January 1974.
“»FCO 93/412, From the British Embassy in Cairo to Foreign and

Commonwealth Office, Telegram No. 63, 28 January 1974.
“»FCO 93/412, From The British Embassy in Cairo to Foreign and

Commonwealth Office, Telegram No. 63, 28 January 1974.

©9) Ibid, from Alec Douglas Home to The British Embassy in Cairo,
Telegram No. 76, 29 January 1974.

“1bid, From The British Embassy in Cairo to Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, Telegram No. 138, 01 February 1974.

1) FCO 93/413, From Jemes Craig to Mr. Williams, 11 February
1974.

2 1bid, From Alec Douglas Home to Mr. Adams, British
Ambassador, Cairo, 14 February 1974.

(73 FCO 93/413, From The British Embassy in Cairo to Jemes Craig,
14 February 1974.
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"Mystery Over Egypt's Envoy.” Daily Telegraph, 9 Mar. 1974, p.15.
7 Appointment of Envoy Denied.” Daily Telegraph, 16 Mar. 1974,

7 FCO 93/413, From The British Embassy in Cairo to Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, Telegram No. 292, 09 March 1974.

7 FCO 93/413, From The British Embassy in Cairo to Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, Telegram No. 303, 13 March 1974.

“ Ibid, From Jemes Craig To The Private Secretary, 13 March
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?1bid, from Foreign and Commonwealth Office, To the British
Embassy in Cairo, Telegram No. 179, 14 March 1974.

¢ Ibid, From the British Embassy in Cairo to Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, Telegram No. 316, 15 March 1974.
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®%Ibid, from Foreign and Commonwealth Office to Private
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®"1bid, from Foreign and Commonwealth Office, to the British

Embassy in Cairo, Telegram No. 201, 25 March 1974. From
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FCO 93/415, Diplomatic Representation of Egypt in UK, 1974.
British Embassy Cairo, to Jemes Craig, 20 May 1974.
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- FCO 93/411, Appointment of General Shazly as New Egyptian
Ambassador to UK (folder 1),1974.

- FCO 93/412, Appointment of General Shazly as New Egyptian
Ambassador to UK (folder 2) 1974.

- FCO 93/413, Appointment of General Shazly as New Egyptian
Ambassador to UK (folder 3) 1974.
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Ambassador to UK (folder 4) 1974.

- FCO 93/415, Diplomatic Representation of Egypt in UK, 1974.
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